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Microbursts (also known as downbursts) are powerful downdrafts associated with
thunderstorms. Identification of Microbursts has resulted from the investigation of wind
shear aircraft related accidents and from meteorological research. Wind Shear is any
rapid change in wind direction or velocity that can result from alarge variety of
meteorological conditions, temperature inversions, sea breezes, frontal systems, strong
surface winds and thunderstorms. Severe Wind Shear isarapid change in wind direction
or velocity causing airspeed changes greater than 15 knots (~17mph) or vertical speed
changes greater than 500 feet per minute (around 5-6 mph in the vertical direction).
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